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“For these are deeds which should not pass away 
and names that must nol wither” 
Byron, Childe’ Harold. 


Pesusuey By 
CAMPTOWN CIVIC CLUB 
Con MITTEE: Miss Emina Fee, Mrs. Edna Gorman. Mrs. Robert 
Smith, Mrs. Irvin Wright. Mrs. Emma Titus, Mrs. Mayme Morrow. 


Finance Chairman: Miss Lueile Chamberlain. 


The committee gratefully acknow hls all help se gracionsly 
given for these revoris, 
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CAMPTOWN 

“Around this lovely valley rise the purple hills of Paradise— 

This is Camptown. Visitors whe first come upon it, as they drive 
along the aN road from the cut-off above the Susquehanna, on 
Highway No. 6, look down upon the tranquil beauty of the white- 
spired, fr ite little town, nestling among the green rolling hills that 
streteh away to purple mists, and they know that here is a _place of 
peace- a place, indeed, close to Paradise. 134 A963 


It would be diffieult to find a more truly American town, mint in 
ancestry and feeling. There are not.a half dozen families who cannot, 
if they wish, trace their ancestry back two, or even three, hundred years 
to the beginning of America——generations of God ‘fearing, clean- living, 
upright, industrious Americans, whose spirit Wee in Camptown today. 

CAMPTOWN was founded in 1793 by Captain Job Camp, a 
pioneer hunter and settler, for whom the town was named. He was 
born in New Milford, Conneettent, and his ancestors came from Essex, 
England. The first one to come to America was Nicolas Camp, Jr.. an 
original settler of Milford, Connecticut, in 1639. | 

Previous to the arrival of Captain Camp. a unmber of: hardy set- 
tlers had made their “piteh™ both above and below him along the Wwva- 
lusing Creek. Like him. they were drawn by picturesque beauty of the 
lone, green valley, with its rieh soil, its fertile meadows and sparkling 
streams, and by the abnndanee of wild game in’ its hemlock-covered 


hills. 


99 


Added to this was the advantage of the well-traveled Indian trail 
throneh the dense, unbroken forests— this being the most frequented 


thoroughfare from the Monsey towns on both banks of the Susquehan- 


na, to “\polacon, Ainange (Binghamton) and Owego. Marks of this 
trail, known as the Wwvainsine Path, were found by people living here 
as late as IS7S, and it is well-known that early settlers living in and 
around Camptown found “signs of Indian improvements” when they 
same. Indian burial mounds are still to be found on the top of Crow 
Hill overlooking Camptown, and numerous Indian arrow heads have 
been found in the farm lands in the Valley. | 

These Indians were, of course, the Andastes, better known as the 
Susquehannocks, of whom Captain John Smith speaks as early as 1608. 
They were eneamped on the flats below Go-hon-to-to (Wyalusing), and 
up until about 1675 they were constantly at war with the Five Nations. 
Thus, runners from either tribe, by taking the Wvalusing Path direct- 
ly up the ereek through Camptown, eould bring help or warnings in a 
few hours. 

We know that previous to 1778 there were fewer he 100 white 
families in all Bradford County, vet in 1776, or before, there were 
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settlements known as “pitches” established on the Wyalusing Creek 
:bove Camptown, and historians. agree that “Camptown was a natural 
center for the opening and development of the surrounding country, 

It was a primitive life, filled with danger, loneliness: and) priva- 
tion—a bitter stingele for existence. There were no luxuries and few 
comforts. Wolves and panthers destroyed the flocks. Early travelers 
told of voing 125 miles and “tasting bread but once,” Fish, venison 
and hominy, eaten often without salt which was expensive and diffienh 
to obtain, Was the almost exclusive diet of these sturdy people. 

Corn was the first crop, and soon it was followed by some potatoes, 
Then came wheat and rve, and after these oats and buckwheat, flax and 
hops. Pumpkins, squashes, beans and a kind of peas were all adopted 
from the Indians. 

At that time the entire region was a vast wilderness, owned by the 
Penusvivania Legislature under grauts from William Penn, north of 
the present Leland Barnes place, and by the Connecticut Company 
south of there. Both sides were well aware of the valne of these lands 
and refused to give an inch without a bitter struggle. 

In 1789, when Jonas Ingham settled on the present Charles Ing- 
ham farm, he had only a Pennsylvania title to his. G00 acrés, and in 
1806 an ejectment was served on him and a surveyor was sent to sur- 
vew his land. People in Camptown were afraid if this were done it 
world also dispossess them of their lands, and they determined to stop 
the survey. 

When the survevor came, they surrounded hin, threatening hin, 
While some of them were in the woods shooting. Mr. Ingham writes in 
his biography, “To was afraid worse mischief would happen. and 1 or- 
ered someone to break the compass, or | would. Upon this, Job Camp 
broke the compass, and the survevor went away. Then a United States 
surveyor was sent to arrest those who had broken the compass.” . 

Four men were arrested and taken to Philadelphia, but with Mr. 


ln¢gham’s help they were dismissed and sent home, after paving the. 


costs. In another record we read, “Three of the men: Major Wells, 
Job Camp and John Lewis, with genuine Yankee spirit. engaged to as- 
sist Sheriff Wheeler in conveying the other prisoner to Philadelphia, 
for which they received enough to pay their own expenses.” 

It took brave hearts and incredible fortitude to hew homes from 
a wilderness such as this and to raise families to respectability and in- 
fluence in the building of a Nation. Yet through it all, their deep- 

. . q ° . 2 . 

rooted faith in God remained steadfast: their courageous belief in a 
higher Deity gave them the strength to carry on in the part they played 
in the making of America. 

Much of the early history of Camptown, as of pioneer America 
elsewhere, is found in church records. so closely interwoven is it with 
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the life of the people. “Thear as new, they were a deeply religions peo- 
ple, walking with God day by day, passing on to their children the in- 
teerity of character and true faith in the Lord whieh they had inherited 
from their New England ancestors. ba 

Almost the first mention we find of Anna Camp. wife of Joh, is 
that she was a “faithful, earnest, Christian woman, who trained het 
large family in the admonition of the Gospel.” Mrs. Camp was one of 
the thirteen charter members of the first religious group te be formed 
in the entire region, 

Other original settlers included Benjamin and Steven Skiff. whe 
eame in from Connecticut in 1776 and took over the place known as 
“Staples Piteh.” which was later sold to Tsaae Benjamin, who sold it te 
Jonas Ingham in 178. Tt is the present home of Charles Ingham, 
about a mile above Camptown, Stephen Skiff enlisted in Capt. Ran 
som’s Company and served throughout the Revolution, 

There was also William Dunn, a speculator in Susquehanna lands. 
from York County. who was killed by te Indians: Jonas Ingham, whe 
eame from Buel s County; Asa Flint, who sold to Amasa Wells: Tho- 
mes Oviatt. a brother-in-law of Tob Camp. who with his wife settled 
on the present Robert Brown farm: snd William Dalton, an Trishman 
who bad escaped after being impressed inthe British Navy, and set- 
tled along the creck, about a me bow the bridge. This William 
Dalton appears to have added considerable to the records of the com- 
munity. His son John committed the first murder in the County when 
he “struck Amos Hulbert zeross the head with a hoe.” The day before 
the battle of Wyoming, Dalton with others went up the river on a scout- 
ing party. Te saw a party. of Indians and fired, mortally wounding 
one of them. The wounded Tndian, however, returned the fire and 
strnek Dalton in the knee: Dalton carried the bullet until he died. Tt 
ts anid that the Indian killed was the son of Queen Esther, and that 
this was the reason for her fiendish cruelty te the American prisoners 
teken in the battle of Wyoming. 

There wes also a Major Wells and a John Lewis. whe are not fully 
ideoptified. but who were taken inte custody with Job Camp when the 
peorle of Camptown resisted: the surveyers in the Conneeticut-Penr 
svivenia land dispute. 

A hundred and fifty veers ago every wotat in Camptown bad 


her hop vines from whieh she made her own yeast: for her home-made 
Dread. There was no home without its spinning wheel beside the fire- 


place in the living reem. She spun finer from the flax outside het 
doors. and wool from the sheep on her hillsides. 

These varns and threads were taken to the Ingham woolen mills. 
which had been built en the creck below the present Pant Stethers 
Thome. and here thev were entded and weven inte: cloth or Mankets. 
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Mrs. Mayme Morrow, Mrs. Carrie Lawrence and others in town still 
have in their possession blankets woven in these old mills. 

Frequently they set up hand looms in their own homes where they 
wove their own blankets. Mrs. Henry Sturdevant, Miss Margaret Tay- 
lor and Mrs. William Park have very fine examples of this type of 
hand-made blankets. : 

Cloth was colored with the bark of soft) maples, hemloe’s. butter- 
nuts or witch hazel, and copperas; alum or sorrel we.e used to set the 
colors. 

Our early Camptown woman uscd thorns for pins to fasten her 
clothing, and bits of cloth wrapped around a stick for a toothbrush. 
She “jerked” venison and beet, whieh uct only kept it through the sea- 
son, but was a pleasant change from meat preserved in brine, The raft- 
ers of her kitchen were hung with the pieces of deer and beef, under- 
voing the process of “jerking,” together with strings of apples drving, 
and all kinds of herbs which she gathered religiously every fall from 
the swamps and hills. She was a firm believer in the curative powers 
of such home remedies as smartweed poultices for colie; catnip and 
“pennerile” tea for an upset stomach at bedtime; pokeroot and whiskey 
for “roomatiz”; bonesct, swamproot burdock and many others. A tea 
Was made from leaves of bonesct “stripped upward as used as an emetic, 
and stripped downward, for a purgative.” Either way. it tusted awful, 
Bear fat and goosegrease were combined with certain herbs for oint- 
ments, and tansy, which smelled to high heaven, was sewed in little 
bags and worn around the neck for nerves. , 

These were common practices. “Old Doe” Sumner said at one 
time that he could stand on the bank creek below his home (on Water 
Street), and throw a stone across it to the wilds on the other side and 
hit all the herbs and roots he would necd t+ cure any patient he had. 

These were the davs when a dollar went a lone way. and if vou 
could cure yourself, vou did it. An old diary belonging to. Burnleun 
Matson, who at that time owned a farm in Herrick and who “traded” 
at the Camptown stores, reveals prices that tolay seem unbelievable. 

In September, 1879, he sold 23 pounds of beef for $1.15:. 1z 
pouads of pork for 96 cents, 8 pounds of veal for 56 cents. Two bush- 
els of rye were $1.00; exes were 12 cents a dozen and butter 10 cents 
aw pound, 

He soll 645 feet of hard lumber to Tommy Lee for $5.12, 
two live pigs for $2.00, and 1600 shingles to Edgar Fuller for $4.60, 
On the other hand, he boweht a hand-made “parlor” chair from the 
Chaffee Furniture store for $6.25. 

Unskilled labor bronght 50 cents a dav. and as late as 1910. a 
dollar for a long, hard dav was standard. Women who ‘«orked out” 
vot 10 cents an hour. Jason Kissel, who became a prosperous farmer 
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in Camptown, told of his first job, the year he was married. He re- 
ceived $100 a year, plus his house rent and use of a cow. 

Until the turn of the century, all farmers kept a fairly large flock 
of sheep, and a man got six cents each for shearing them. J. L. Coburn, 
Carrie Lawrence’s father, was a well-known sheep shearer, going from 
farm to farm. He had a helper, Tom Grover, who lived behind the 
round top in Merryall, known as “Grover’s Top-knot,” and he was 
paid 50 cents a day. : 

It is known that sheep which have been just washed can be shear- 
ed much more quickly than:those with dirty wood, and one day Mr. 
Coburn went to shear for a farmer on Spring Hill where he contrived 
to have clean sheep. As he finished one, his helper slid another into 
place on the table, and so quickly did they work that from davlight to 
dark they had sheared 100 sheep, which is quite a record: When the 
farmer went into the house to get the money, his wife refused to pay it. 
“100 sheep at six cents apicee!" she eried. “Won't pay it! No man 
ean earn $6 ina day!” : | 

This same Tom Grover was sent by his father to buy potatoes, and 
the farmer asked 50 cents a bushel for them. ‘No, sir,’ Tom said, 
“My father told me not to pay more than 25 cents! That's all potatoes 
are worth.” 

Another example of the prices asked in those days was when R. 
D. Cleveland. Carrie Lawrence's grandfather, who made caskets, was 
asked to make a easket for the wife of Justus Lewis. Working all 
night, with his son and danghter taking turns holding the candle, he 
made it of the best black walnut. The priee when it was finished was 
$0.00! 

“Ewon't pay it!” Mr. Lewis declared, “That's an exorbitant 
price! Here's $7; that’s enongh?” . 

Mr. Cleveland went home, and Mr. Lewis sent the $7 up by his 
son, in the hope that it would be aeeepted. “No,” Mr. Cleveland said, 
“EW sne!’ The idea of being sued for his wife’s casket was too much 
and the $0.00 was paid: it was surely little enough. 

Captain Camp first came to Wyalusing in, 1792 and rented a 
piece of ground on the flats about a mile below the present town. This 
land he planted to corn and, after harvesting the crop, he returned to 
Connecticut to bring back his family. F igpaee: 

The following vear, in 1793, he returned to Pennsylvania, but in- 
stead of stopping at Wvalusing, he came on up the Creek, and started 
the settlement. known as Camptown. His first cabin, or home, is 
thought to have been at the back of the brick house. | 

The hardships and difficulties which these pioneers experienced 
in settling Camptown is shown by Captain Camp’s return trip with 
his family. They traveled from New Milford, Conn., to “Slocum Hol- 

Hind 


low.” now Seranton, and thence to Pittston, with a yoke of oxen and 
a two-wheeled eart, which were used to transport the family and house- 


liold yours. . 


Taking the usual ronte of emigrants from New England, they 
«ame reross New York St-te to the Hudson River, then into Pennsvl- 


’ 
vania at Stroudsburg. and on through a great swamp to the Susque- 


hanna, at its junction with the Lackawanna at Pittston. 


The route was a slow and tiresome one, dangerous and discour-’ 


aving. But no one thought of turning back. They were bound for the 


} ; > 2 t 
vreat adventure of earving a new home im a new land. <As far as Pitt- 
ston there had been a road, of sorts, along which they could drive their 


team of oxen. . 

But bevond this point, up the river, there was nothing but a nar- 
row Indian trail. They were obliged, therefore, to unyoke the oxen 
and drive them along singly. The cart, the younger members of the 
familv. and the household goods were then placed on a keel boat, and 
half-breeds were hired to pole it up the river to Wyalusing. 

The progress was slow; the labor was severe, and several dlavs were 
necessary to make the journey. ft took all of Captain Camp's cherish- 
ed crop of corn, which he had raised the preceding year, to pay the 
beaten, and the family was abliged to get along as best they could 
nnutil another crop was harvested. 

When this crop eame. it was coarsely broken into samp, mn stump 
mortars. ‘There were no mills nearer than Wilkes-Barre. The method 
wis to burn out the stump of a hardwood tree, and with a ten or twelve 
ponnd stone suspended from a nearby sapling, as a pestle, the corn 
was pounded until it could be made into hominy, 

This was frequently eaten with bear's oil. In those long ago days, 
fat did not come from pork, but from bears and possums. Tt was also 
made into lard and stored in deer-skin bags, Indian fashion. 


In 1801. the entire county got together for a Fourth of duly cele- 
bration, which ended with a barbecue of bear, killed that morning, and 
roasted whole. | 


Job Camp was a carpenter by trade, and the year he moved here, 
he built a large barn for Thomas Lewis in Merryall, the first erected 
on the Wyalusing Creek. He also built other houses along the Creek. 

In 1795, he built a barn for himself, which was still standing in 
Is7s. This barn was covered with boards split out of pine logs which 
were fastened with hand-wrought nails made by Salmon Bosworth, 
who had moved up the Creek above Camptown, and who had a black- 
smith shop where he made sevthes and axes for his neighbors. 


Job Camp's name appears on the first Assessor’s list for the Book 
of Pennsylvania, in 1813. He was assessed $863: 35 acres of land, a 
. 6 
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house at $275: one-third of a sawmill at $100; four cows at $48, and 
two oxen at $40. | 

Captain Camp had eight children. three of whom, William, Eli- 
jah and Israel, settled in Camptown. William, Job's oldest son, who, 
came to Camptown when he was eight years old, owned all of what is 
now known as Water Street, and the land north. He lived in a house 
built for him by his father, on the corner lot where the old Post Office 
stood. He was the first Camptown Postmaster, taking office in 1841. 
He married Jedidah Lacey. | 

In 1821, from elav taken from the field nearby, he built the 
brick house now owned by Svd Fuller and Aline Fee. The clay 
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William) Camp's home 


and sand were mixed in a big cirentar pit, by oxen attached to a 
“aweep.” The oxen went round and round, and the clay and sand 
passed up through their cloven hoofs, until it became the right consis: 
teney to be moulded inte bricks, by hand, and then passed’ to an oven 
to be “burned.” : wy: if 7 “ 
This house, which is a land-mark in the commucity, is 35 by 65 
feet, and has nine fireplaces, including one in the cellar. Cooking 
stoves were unknown at the time it was built. The baking oven has a 


capacity for 14 loaves of bread at a time, and that number was usually 
| pike. | 


Laked. 


Dan Wright, a carpenter from Tunkhannock, helped in the build- 


ing, and he was an expert wood-carver. On the outside of the house, 
? 


close up under the eaves, and running the entire sixty-five feet in 
length, is a wooden rope moulding, carved by hand with a Jack-knife. 


This is one of the most unusual examples of hand wood carving to be 


found. | bdloks 

Another son of Job. Elijah, purchased and cleared the farm now 
vecupied by Leland Barnes. It was boneiit of Amasa Wells, who built 
the house still standing at the foot of the Spring Hill road, recently 
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Elijah Camp’s home 





purchased by Miss Coral Melson from Irvin F. Wright. Some of the 
old house was torn away, and additions were built, but the southern part 
was not changed ; and the fireplaces are just as they were built, and the 
old crane for holding the kett!e is still in place. | 

Isracl Camp, who was the only son of Job born after the family 
arrived in Camptown, married Merev Wells, daughter of Guy Wells, 
another settler, | 

She was a direct descendant of the famous John Alden and Pris- 
cilla Mullins, who came over in the Mayflower. Several Camptown 
families have traced their ancestry to this marriage, among them Rob- 
ert Smith, who still resides here. | 

Israel Camp owned what is now known as the Verne Jones farm. 
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and all the land along the present highway on both sides. The house, 
now owned by Miss Margaret Hardie, known as the “old Atwood 
House” or “The Maples,” was moved from the Verne Jones site for a 
son of Isracl. It had previously been moved from the corner lot of the 
Brick House, and it is said to be the oldest house in Camptown, being 





Israel] Camp's home 
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well over 150 vears old. The old hand-hewn beams are still in place. 
It is certain that this house either belonged to Job Camp or was built 
by him for his son. 

Anna. a daughter of Job Camp, married Joseph Ross, son of Lt. 
Perrin Ross. whe was killed in the Wyoming Massacre. 

Job Camp served as Captain of a Company hearing his name in 
the Revolutionary War, in Lt. Col, Thomas Seymour's regiment. 

He died in 1822, and his wife, Anna Oviatt. whom he had mar- 
ried in New Milford. died in 1825. They are buried in ‘Merrvall 
Cemetery, a short distance below Camptown. Their three sons, Wil- 
liam, Israel and*Elijah, are also buried in this cemetery. | 

Job Camp’s direet descendants new living in Camptown are shown 
helow in capital letters: | 

1 ISRAEL CAMP (son of Job Camp) ( 1794-1868 ) 

(Daughter) Adelia married Almon Fuller 

(Danehter) Lettie Fuller married P. A, Smith) 

(Son) ROBERT W. SMETH 
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2, WILLIAM CAMP (son of Job Camp) (1733-1874) 
(Danghter) Eliza Camp married Dwight Chaffee 
(son) Clarence Chaffee married Nora Ammermen 
(Son) DWIGHT CHAFFEE, SR. | 
(Son) Wiltiom Chaffee married Martha Fuller : 
(Daughter) MRS. MAYME MORROW 
3. ELIJAH CAMP (son of Job Camp) (1788-1873) 
(Son) Calvin Camp married Betsy Biles 
(Daughter) CALTILY CAMP married Leslie E. Barns 
(Son) LELAND BARNS 
(Danghter) MRS. BESS A. SMITH 
In 1789, Jonas Ingham came up from Bueks County, Pa., and 
found the cabin the Skiffs had built, at that time owned by Isaac Ben- 
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“Old Atwood House’ 
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jamin, Tn his autobiography be says, ‘1 had traveled: up the Susque- 
hanna, following its course. and had found the road but little traveled. 


Phere was searcely a plain trae’, and this was very crooked and hard 


to follow; quite impossible for more than a man anda single horse. 
“Thad to ascent and descend from one ledge of rocks to another, 


i many places extremely dangerous.” He wrote this of a read where 


tow the broad highway of Number 6 connects from Coast to Coast for 
aun endless stream of ears. Ele kept close to the river at all times, fear- 
ing he would get lost if he ventured into the forests, 

ray - . . 

Phe people alone the way were few, and they were unwilling to 
talk to strangers. When he asked concerning a road, the most they 
would say was, “Take any. road, vou can't miss the way.” 

o \ nS parle at Wvaltsing, he saw the remains of an Indian 
settlement W habitations ‘CSCHT se 
it but few habitations of present settlers. ) However, there 
it 
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were more than he saw). He found a man named Kingsley, who was 
willing to let him stay the night and Took around, 


“He said.” Mr. Ingham wrote, “he would take me up the Wvalusing 
Creek. and show me some of the best land T had ever laid my exes on 
_.. He led me through very thick woods. up the creck about six miles, 
te where there were signs of an old Indian improvement, with a hunt- 
ers cabin, now almost grown up to woods. There was considerable 
erass, where a horse and a cow might feed. He said he had the selling 
ot the place. and would let me have it cheap.” 


Mr. Ingham liked the location, and bought 600 acres. Shortly 
afterward the confirming law. which made his title valid, was re- 
pealed, and this left him without a title under Pennsylvania. He had 
nothing to depend on but possession and a Connecticut title, which came 
only as far as the Leland Barnes farm, ( It was this which led te trou- 
ble later with the survevors. ) 

However, he took possession of the cabin, which was the Skiff 
sabin mentioned earlier, and he lived there five summers. clearing land 
and raising erops. He was a Quaker and had been bronght up strictly 
by Quaker principles. He had no gun and would have tamed the wild 
beasts who came to stare at him and who Tet him pass very near without 
running away, but hunters came and shot them. & 

The nearest house was three miles away. He says. “We trans: 
acted business freely, without law or gospel, by- referring moffers of 
dispute to men, and they were quickly settled without acrimony.” 

Mr. Ingham had left his wife with the family back in) Bueks 
County, where she had a comfortable farm and home given her by her 
father, and he went down ence a year to look after them. Later. he 
built a home for them here. The Valley was becoming thickly settled : 
law and the gospel were introduced: his family came, and he was verv 
happy. 

Like all Quakers, he disliked war: and when the Revolution broke 
out he would have nothing to do with it. When someone asked him 
if he was a coward, he joined up and became a Captain. 

Ile had six children. To his oldest. Joseph, he gave a farm in 
Svear Run. To Jonas, Jr, he gave a farm a short distance away and 
built him a house, a grist mill and a filling mill. This son John mar- 
ried Marinda Stone, and he gave them a farm on Wyalusing Creek. 


and erected a sawmill, a sash-factory and a blacksmith shop. He em- 


ploved many workmen. In 1804, he was elected to the Legislature. 
Thomas Lewis, another early settler, came to Wyalusing in 1788. 
from Merryall, a town near New Milford, Connecticut. He settled 
near the mouth of the Wyalusing creck. The next vear he moved to 
Merryall, named for the Connectient town, and purchased the Connec- 
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Map of Camptown, 1569 





tient title to the land now owned by Edward Kennedy, his great-ereat- 
erandson. 
The next spring and summer he moved his family to Pennsylvania, 
und in 1788 he built a log eabin and settled the land. It was then a 
wild, solitary wilderness. The nearest neighbor on one side was four 
miles away, ‘and the one on the other side w us nearly forty miles away. 
Many nelehbors from Connecticut followed him, which was a 


proof of the confidence they had in kim. In Jess than three years a 
school house had been erceted and school commenced, mainly through 


his influence and exertions. — | 

Ancestors of Thomas Lewis, George Lewis. and his wife Sarah 
Jenkins, came from Kent, England, ari 1630, with Reverend La- 
throp and thirty others on the ship “Griffin,” and landed at Boston. 

Thomas Lewis had been a soldier in Hie Revolutionary War. He 
was in the Northern Army with General Montgomery, ‘and helped 
build Fort Ticonderago and the bridee across talk C hamplain, The 
lumber in this prided - Was raised in 1871, after lying in the water 
nearly 100 years, and was sawed for county use. 
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The Legend ol Stephen [Poster's 
“Camptown Races” 


A State Highway sign on Tlighway No. 6, erected after eonsider- 


“able research, reads, “CAMPTOWN RACES. Stephen Foster's title 


for the well-known song is said to have been taken from nearby Camp- 
town. Foster's residence at Towanda and Athens may have. created 
the association.” | 

To the people of Camptown, and to those who know the facts, 
there can be no question of the locale to which Foster refers. Stephen 
Foster was a student at the old S.C.L. in Towanda, and he lived there 
with his elder brother, William, who was an engineer on the old Canal. 
Towanda is fifteen miles from CAMPTOWN., 

Old timers in Camptown often talked about the races held there, . 
not on a regulation race-track, but straight away, one horse behind the 
other, on the five mile stretch between CAMPTOWN and Wyalusing. 
with the time of running determining the winner. | 

The Foster brothers may well have attended those races. They cer- 
tainly knew about them, and they were just the sort of unusual thing - 
which would have captured the faney of yemg Stephen, 

The line in the song, “Camptown race-track, five miles long,” 
seems adequate proof of this, since no ordinary race-track is five miles 
“Jong.” Other lines go, “The blind hoss stick in a big mud hole, ean’t 
touch him wid a ten foot pole”... and “an old muley came on the 
track.” | | ? pas: 

Surely this could apply only fo an open streteh of unpaved road, 
such as that between Camptown and Wyalusing in those days. 

All of this must. forever put an end to the long controversy as to 
what Ineale Foster had in mind. : : 
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THE OLD RED BRIDGE 


The first attempt to build a. bridge across the Wyalusing Creek 


was made in Camptown in 1789, but before it was completed a flood 
carried it away. i! | 

At one time, it has been recalled, the old road was the Spring Hill 
-roud that turns at or near Miss Melson’s home. About a mile up this 
road it turned left and erossed what was then known as the Bramhall 
farm, Mart Bramhall’s father’s place, later owned by Mart. The road 
followed the south side of the ereck and erossed it at Stevensville. 

The next attempt at building the bridge was in 1855 and this time 
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Meeting place for lovers or spooks 





the project was successful; and this bridge, commonly known as the 
“Old Red Covered Bridge,” carried the traffie until 1915. It was 
built by Elisha Lewis, the late W. E. Lewis and E. D. Lewis’ father, 
and Peter Stevens. The flood of July sth, 1915, carried it away some 
50 or 60 feet below. For a time a toll boat, ran by Mart Bramhall. took 
care of the traffic on foot: then the present bridge was constructed. 
Had some of the leaders of the town known at that time that the 
ereek was a State stream and that the State, if notified, would have 
1+ 
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fixed a temporary crossing, they wonld have had a bridge to tise until 
a new bridge could be built. 

In the early days of this scetion when rafts were used to float lum- 
ber down to the Susquehanna, they were started from here and were 
floated down to the river and on to the market of the lumber at Harris- 
Lurg. The starting place was back of the Fee home. At that time the 
main stream of the creck was on the north side of what is called the 
—“Esland.” and the water was deep. 


INDUSTRIES 


The principal industry in the early days of the settlement was _ 
lumbering, At one time there could be seen eight saw mills along the 
Wvalusing Creck, from Merryall to Inghamtown., 

In 1860, Pennsylvania led the nation in the production of lumber, 
and it kept this lead until 1870, when it was displaced by Michigan. 
Williamsport. Pa. was the greatest Iumber center in the entire world 
for many vears. 

The method used in getting the Camptown and vicinity lumber 
to Harrisburg, which was the market. was by rafts down the Wyalusing 
Creek, then on down the Susquehanna, Rafting was a prosperous busi- 
ness on the Wyalusing Creek, and the hills around Camptown were 
thick with white pine and hemlock, with oak and chestnut, and other 
hard woods. One section was so dense that it was known as the Bl-ek 
Forest. An old-timer told of trees se tall “it took two men and a half 
te see to the top, and so thick it took a year to let the davlight in.” 

Small rafts were started on the creek and combined with others 
when they reached the Susquehanna. “Running the river’ was a haz- 
ardous job, and a raft pilot had to be an expert. He had to know every 
vreat rock, every reverse current, every awift stretch of water. But 
there was a sense of romance and adventure about it that is still re- 
membered by Camptown folk whose fathers “rode the river.” : 

The saw mills were followed by a woolen factory, a erist mill, 
tannery, stores, harness and tin shops, and other enterprises. Indeed, 
up to 1876 Camptown led Wvalusing in business and in population. 

John Ingham, son of Jonas Ingham, came fo his father’s home 
from Bucks Co., about 1795, Without doubt, he established the first 
manufactory of window sash in the northern part of the State, if not 
in the State itself... This was located on the Creck below the present 
home of Charles Ingham. | 

He also carried on blacksmithing and the making of edged tools. 
For this the iron had to be conveyed up the river from Marietta on 
Durham boats, often oceupying three or four weeks for a trip. 

John Ingham alse brought the first carding machines to Wyalus- 
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ing Creek, from Cooperstown, N. Y.,-about 1807, 

The woolen mills and carding factory on the creek below the pres- 
ent Paul Stethers place was carried on by Harvey Ingham, a grandson 
of Jonas Ingham. He lived in a house located on the site of the Paul 
Stethers Lome. | 

The woolen milis were purchased and run by Mr. Amsbry from 
Binghamton, and he built the house now owned by Mr. Larrabee. Some 
vears later he sold the property to CS. Lafferty and R. J. Fuller, but 
they did not run the mills very long. Mr. Larrabee bought the house 
from the Lafferty and Fuller estates. | 

The wife of Canon Frear remembers hearing her mother, Mrs. 
Joseph Kalbfus, who lived near LeRaysville, talk about the time when 
the old woolen mills were a center of activity. © Farmers for miles 
around brought the wool from their flocks of sheep to be woven into 
cloth for coats and men’s and boy's suits. These were made at home, 
or by one of the neighborhood tailoresses., Mrs. David Nesbit and 
Lydia Ann Squires were experts at this work. So busy were the mills 
that Mrs. Kalbfus told of driving past at night and seeing the windows 
ablaze with light for the rushing looms inside. 

This woolen mill, together with “one saw mill, one store house, 
two dwelling houses and barn, one dwelling house, nearly new, which 
cost $4,000 to built,” were advertised for sale in December, 1902. for 
$6,500, complete with lath, spoke, moulding and carding machines; 


machine for hauling logs, saws, planers, a forty horse power water. 


wheel and a “pond and race, about three-fourths of a mile long, support- 
ed by a willow hedge—one of the best water plants in Northern Pennsyl- 
Vania!” | 

Harvey Ingham also had a grist mill, near the — present 
Will Tlomet house, and there was a dam in the ereek below 
Daniel Dwight Chaffee’s home, and a mill race along the foot of Crow 
Till, ending in a pond at the right of the lane leading to the Homet 
home, This furnished water power for the grist mill. It was also a 
very good place for skating in the winter time. 

Later this mill was purchased by E. B. Barns, father of L. E. 
Barns, and run by him for a number of years. as long as he was able. 


J. BE. Adamy purchased the property, and in 1888 the mill) burned. 


Mr. Adamy rebuilt it and put in a roller process, and he and his sons 
ran that until Will Homet purchased it from Bert Adamy. He con- 
tinued the business for some vears, until this mill also burned, and it 
was not rebuilt. 

In 1898 C. S. Lafferty and R. J. Fuller had a mill and factory 
which advertised, “Lumber, shingles, mouldings; in fact everything 
used in modern building.” This saw mill, run by Tom Lee and later 
by Lewis Ross, father of Wellington Ross, was near the woolen factory. 
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One of the first, if not the first, wagon shops in Camptown was 
built and run by Nelson Atwood, grandfather of Will Atwood. He 
owned the Atwood property and lived there. The shop was built across 
the road from the Fee home. nf 

Later, Henry Chaffee. brother of Dwight Chaffee, had a wagon 
shop on the property adjoiming the schoolhouse, now owned by Irvin 
Wright. Later, he built the home now owned by DeWitt Howland. 
He had a wagon shop west of the house and ran it until he died. 


Daniel Dwight Chaffee, grandfather of Dwight Chaffee, Sr... and 
Mayme Morrow, built a furniture factory across the road from the 
Chaffee home, which he also built. Tle was also an undertaker, and 
when he died the business was earried on by his son, W. TL. Chaffee 
until his death. W. L. Chaffee was the father of Mrs. Charlie Mor- 


rew and built the house where she now lives. 


Edgar Fuller built a large 2-story tannery where Mrs. Laura Flv’s 
house now stands. After two years, he decided to make this business 
his life work. and he earried on the manufacture of harness from his 
fine leather, on an extensive scale. 

His place of business was called the **Exeelsior Harness Shop” 
and took front rank in that line not only in the county, but throughout 
the Northeastern part of the State. Tf was located on the first floor of 
what is now Mrs. Ely’s home. In 1868, Edgar Fuller married Amanda 
Camp, Homer Camp's daughter and the great-cranddaughtre of Job 
Camp. The family lived on the seeond floor, above the shop. 

Magee & Fuller had a tannery and harness shop beside the creck 
veross from the Henry Sturdevant home. 

Phil Mann, who worked in the Edgar Fuller harness shop, started 
a harness shop of his own, together with a cigar factory, on the first 
floor of-a building standing on the present site of the Van Billiard 
store. His wife, Clara Mann, had a military shop on the second floor. 

A cooper shop was built and run by Bert Gustin where Martin 
Sterling now lives. bout 1800, the place was bought by A. J. Drake, 
who ran the shop. 

In the early days, Mr. James Beaumont owned and ran a tin shop 
in his home. which is now owned by Elsie De Groff. ; 

Lum Beaumont had a tin shop near the site of the present Van- 
Billiard store. | 

There was a blacksmith shop where the factory (old Lafferty. 
store) now stands; it was owned and run by Joe Lee. Mr. Lee, who 
invented the Lightning Horse Shoes, afterward built and ran the Wya- 
alusing Foundry and Machine shops, together with his son, the late 
William Lee. 7 | 

The next owner of the Camptown blacksmith shop was Asher 
Rolles, grandfather of Will Rolles, followed — by Henry Rockefeller 
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who moved the building to the present location of the school’s Manual 
Training and Home Economies building. He fixed the second story 
for living quarters and had his shop on the ground floor. ~After his 
death, Mrs. Rockefeller sold the building to the School Board. 

Another blacksmith shop wes across the road from Mes. Water- 
-tnau’s home, close to the little creck. | This was run by Theodore Camp, 
whose wife had a. millinery store. Later, Jud Overfield bought the 
blacksmith shop and ran it. Tle was the father of the late Ben Over- 
field. 
| W. K. Seagraves “built a new blacksmithry” at the corner of 
Church and Ballibay Streets and did a good business, 

R. J. Fuller and Henry Blocher started a creamery in the. early 
1900's, and it was located on the present Van Billiard lot. back of the 
Chaffee Bros. store. Afterward. it wes sold. and a cheese factory was 
organized by the farmers of the surrounding country and located across 
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Main Street looking North, about 1890. Left: Phill Mann store, 
Avery's Shop. Right: Lafferty Store, Smith Store. 
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the road from the home of Steve Trowbridge. It paid well for some 


Years and did a flourishing business. The excellent cheese produced is— 


still spoken of as “that good old Camptown cheese.” George Pennell 
wits the first man to make cheese there. He was followed bw Mr. 
Gorge, who ran the place until he died. 

Tt is said the business lost out “in competition with selling whole 
melk,” and later, the building burned. | 
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Earl Frantz ran a printing shop for some time. The building is 
just south of the bridge. After his death, it was sold to the Herrick 
and Camptown Telephone Co. 

In 1898, stone quarries were doing a flourishing business. From 
the hills surrounding Camptown fine quality of both flag and building 
stone was quarried. Martin Fee and Eugene Stone were among the 
owners. The great stone steps of the old Baptist Church — came from 
Mr. Fee's quarry from the sidehill above the Fee home. Martin Fee 
was a carpenter by trade and built many homes in town, among them 
I. A. Smith’s and Larrabee’s. | 

Ziba S. Strunk, father of Miss Vesta Strunk, who lived where 
she now does, was a shoemaker. He made wooden lasts for his eusto- 
mers, and Miss Strunk has a record of the shoe sizes of many of the 
older people in town. She reealls that he made the boots and shoes 
with wooden pegs. . 


CAMPTOWN BUSINESS DIRECTORY—1869 

Avery & Beaumont: Dealers in Dry Goods, Groceries. Hardware. 
Peots. Shoes and General Merehandise. 

James Beaumont: Postmaster. 

Samuel Billings: General Farmer, Manufacturer of Lumber. 

Homer Camp: General Farmer, Fire Insurance Accent. 

Almon Fuller: General Farmer, Manufacturer of Lumber. 

Dr. Volney Homet: Physician, Surgeon, Druggist. 

Harvey Ingham: Home Factory (woolen): Caseade Mills (grist 
mill): Manufacturer and Dealer in Lumber. 


SOME OF THE PAST AND PRESENT 
CAMPTOWN BUSINESS PLACES 

Auctioneer: U. M. Carter—Jewelry, bievele and watch repairs. 

Barber Shops: U. M. Carter, Henry Sturdevant. 

Blacksmith Shops: Salmon Bosworth, Theodore Camp. W. K. Sea- 
wraves, H. B. Lyon, B. J. Overfield, J.P. Lee. Asher Rolles, M. H. 
Rockefeller. | 

Carpenters: Job Camp, Martin Fee, Martin Bramhall, Franklin 
Detrick, Wellington Ross. 

Cattle Breeder and Farmer: Walter Warburton. Mr. Warbur- 
ton has wide reputation for fine blooded Ayrshire stock. He recently 
sold a prize bull for $10,000.00, , 

Cheese Factory: George Pennell, Emil George. 

Creamery: R. J. Fuller and H. M. Blocher. 

Cider Mill: A. C. Hammerly & Son, Steril Dar.m. 

Drug Store: Dr. Reed, P. A. Smith. | | 

Furniture and Undertaking: Daniel D. Chaffee, W. L. Chaffee 
& Son. . 
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Grist Mills: Harvey Ingham, FE. B.. Barns. J. E. Adamy, W. IT. 
Homet. | ‘ 

Harness Shops: Edgar Fuller, Phil Mann, Cora Titus. 

Hotel: J. Thompson, J. W. Reed. | 

Jewelry Repairs: Guy Terry 

Lumbermen: William Homet, Con Donovan, 

Meat Market: Elias Vaughan, W. T. Morrow, ¢ ‘harlie Mallet. 

Millinery Shops: Mrs. Theodore Camp, Mrs. Clara Mann, Lib 
Gould. 

Printing Shop: Earl Frantz: 

Saw Mills: Lafferty & Fuller, Tom Lee, Lewis Ross. 

Stone Quarries: Martin Fee, E. E. Stone. | 

Stores: Maj. Cyrus Avery, A. J. Brown, James Beaumont, Kt. 
J. Fuller, C. S. Lafferty, Smith Bros.. Lafferty & Son, Herbert Lan- 
don, Jr., Cora Titus, Robinson & Smith, Van Billiard, Gillilan, Van- 
Ness, Wrights, Darons, Trowbridee, Chaffee & Baleomb, Chaffee 
Bros.. Jayne’s Market. ) ee 
Tanneries: Magee & Fuller, Hammerly’s, Edgar Fuller, Edwin 
‘Lewis. , 

Tin Shops: James Beaumont, Lum Beaumont, 

Wagon Shops: M. W. Jones, Nelson Atwood, Henry Chaffee. 

Woolen Mills: Harvey Inghem, Mr. Amsbry, Lafferty & Fuller. 

Physicians: Dr. Voluey Homet, Dr. Sumner, Dr. DeVoe. 

Dr. Sumner was for many vears an important part of the life of 
Camptown and the surrounding country. He was a fine example of 
the general practioner—both a physician and a surgeon. 

He was born in Wyalusing township in 1855, the son of Charles 
Sumner and Agnes Blocher. In 1882, he graduated from U.S. Medi- 
eal College in New York City. He located in Windham, going from 
there to Bozeman, Montana, where he practiced for two years before 
settling in Camptown. Tistory says, “His reputation is excelled) by 
“no one.” 
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SONI 
The first store in Camptown was located in the southern part of 
the home now owned by Emma Fee, then owned by William Camp, Jr., 
and rented from him. [It was run bv. Major Cyrus Avery and his 
brother-in-law, A. R.. Brown, from the spring of 1848 to 1851. In a 
sketch of Major Avery's life, taken from The Wyalusing Hustler of 
November 9, 1898, we quote, | 
“In those days, goods had to be hauled from Pittston, three days 
being consumed in the trip. Later the canal being finished, the goods 
came that way, during the months when. it was navigable. 
“Butter, eggs, beeswax, erain, shingles and lumber and the like 
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Main Street looking North, about 112. Left: R. J. Fuller store 
building; horse sheds, Standing on porch: Tom Mitten, Robert Smith, 
and P. A. Smith. In buggy: Mrs. Tib Stevens and Effie. Mart 
Bramhall’s Hall, C. C. Titus store. Right: Lafferty store. 





bah iva ag 2 het. es MAP AN SL STOUR EET ae EIT 
were generally given in exchange for goods, the merehant receiving bunt 
little eash.” 

After two vears, Major Avery bought ont chis partner and ran the 
business alone. He also ran the Post Office. Later the house and 
property was sold to Preacher Brown, who built the North part of the 
honse. He lived there until 1865, when the property was sold to Mar- 
tin Fee. and it is still in the family. 

When Major Avery sold this property, he moved his business to: 
part of the house now owned by his grandson, Raymond Smith. When 
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he died, his daughter, Mrs. C. C. Smith, remodeled it into part of the. 


present home. | 3 

©. 8. Lafferty began business in the house now owned by Welling- 
ton Ross. The family lived in the west wing of the house. P. A. Smith 
eame from Skinners Eddy as a clerk in the store when he was 15S. 
In 1878, Mr. Lafferty built a large store located where the MePherson 
Service Station now stands, extending back over where the highway 
runs. 


In Iss0, PL AL Smith and his brother, C. C. Smith, bought the— 


store and operated it under the neyme of Smith Brothers. Later, C. C. 
Smith left Camptown and ran a store in Wyalusing. P. A. Smith’s 
store burned in 1909 and was not rebuilt. ; 

In 1595, CLS. Lafferty built the store known as the Lafferty 
building, doing business zs C.S. Lafferty and Son. After C. S. Laf- 
ferty’s dexth, his son Will ran the business until his own death. Herb- 
ert Landon, Jr, ran a 5 & 10 cent store there for a short time before 
le was ealled to the service in World War IT. 

The building was purchased by the Salem Products Company, 
and made into a factory, manufacturing plastic aprons, eases, seuffs 
and various artieles. They are now engaged in making linings for men’s 
jackets on a government contract. The factory employs 32 men and 
women, . ; 

R. J. Fuller built a store where the Chaffee Brothers store now 
stands and ran it as lone as he lived. When P. A. Smith’s store burn- 
ed, he rented the Fuller building and carried on his business until 
1930. He sold the contents to George Cronk, of Factoryville, who alse 
bought the building from Mrs. R. J.-Fuller. [ft burned — before he 
moved here or started business. 


Andrew Gilliland bought the land and built another store on the 


same site which he ran for some time until the building aeain burned. 
He sold the site to Mrs. Graee VanNess. who built: another store, and 
ran it with her son, Llewellyn. Later. she sokt out to her son, Trvin 
Wright, who continued the business for some time with the help of his 
wife, 

Mr. Wright sold out to Steril Daron. Mr. and Mrs. Daron built 
an addition to the building for a Post Office, which was moved from 
the small building across the street. Later. the store was sold to Jake 
Trowbridge, and Mary Daron kept the Post Offiee. After this, the 
store was sold to Dwight Chaffee, Jr. and Dean Baleomb. Mr. Bal- 
comb then sold his share to Donald Chaffee. The building is. still 
owned by Chaffee Bros.. but Clarence Javne bought the contents and 
runs the business under the name of Javne’s Market. 

Dr. Reed, who was the father of Mrs. W. T. Morrow, had a drug 
store on the site of the Van Billiard store. abont 80 Years ago. He sold 
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to Phil Mann, who ran a harness shop and cigar factory. This build- 
tog burned and was rebuilt. } 

W. T. Morrow and ¢ harlie Mallett had a meat mar.et and groe- 
ery store in this building at one time. Later, C. C.. Titus bought it, 
and ran a general store until it burned. Te rebuilt it and continued 
the business until his death. Raymond Plitt did a good shoe repair- 
ing business in connection with the T.tus store, 

Mrs. Titus sold the store to Robinson and Smith of Binghamton, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Bouren ran the store for them, They sold 
to Danny Van Billiard. the present owner. 


CHIE. POST. OFFICE 

The first Post Office in Camptown was established December 7, 
IS41. William Camp, son of Job Camp, the founder, was the first 
Postmaster. 

He was followed by Major Cyrus Avery, Raymond Smith's grand- 
father, who kept the Post Office in his store, both when it was located 
in the building where Miss Emma Fee now lives, and later, when he 
moved his business to the Avery home in the center of town. He con- 
ducted his store and business in what is now the living room of the 
Smith home, and he served seven vears as Postmaster under the Pierce- 
Buchanan administration. Records show that for the vear 1856, Cyrus 
Avery was paid $22.67 salary as Postmaster. The net receipts to the 
Post Office Department were $7.82. 

James Beaumont was the next Postmaster, and he served for many 
vears. with the office in his home, now owned by Miss Elsie DeGroff. 
The sill of the side door is worn thin by the feet of long agro towns- 
people coming in for their mail. ! | 

oC. S. Lafferty was the next Postmaster, with the office in his 
home, about 1878, and later in his store. The Post Office was also in 
the Smith Brothers store, with Mr. Lafferty still serving as Postmaster. 

RJ. Fuller was else a Postmester for some time, with the Post 
Office in his store which was located on the. present site of Jayne's 
Market. Tis wife, Mrs. Anna Fuller, was a later Postmistress, and it 
was she who built the small building on the corner lot, which was used 
exclusively as a Post Office for a long time. 

Others who served in this office were Elizabeth Thomson, Mrs. 
Henry Rockefeller and the present Postmaster. Mrs. Steril Daron. Mr. 
and Mrs. Daron at one time owned the Chaffee Bros. store building. and 
they built an addition on one end, which is the present Post Office. 

In 1800, Wyalusing was the only Post Office between Wilkes- 
Barre and Tioga Point. The Post Office was located in what is now 
the Wvalusing Hotel, where a number of stage coaches and twelve or 
more horses were maintained for the mail carrier's. use. 
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SCHOOLS 


The first schoolhouse in this vieinity was built on the property of 
Jabez Elliot, on the lot where the Merryall Cemetery is now located, in 
1790. 

This was a part of the Springfield township, which was divided 
‘nto five districts. One district extended from Acklevs, near the Frank 
Ackley farm, to the town line, which included Merryall, about where 
Leland Barns now lives. 

Some land had been set aside by the Government for schools, and 
when it was sold in 1811 the money was divided among the districts. 
Merryall received $172.81. Aside from this, parents paid tuition for 
their children. ‘The assessor of each township was fo return the names 
and ages of all indigent children whose parents were too poor to pay 
tuition: then a warrant could be drawn on the County Treasurer to pay 
their school bills. 

Later, a school house was built on the Jot between Mrs. Grace El- 
liott’s home and the Cook honse. Still later, one was loeated on the 
road to Spring Hill whieh turns near the Kennedy home. Up until 
1907 school was held in the school house which still stands on the pres- 
ent farm of Vernon Allis, where it was moved from the Spring Hill 
road. 

The first school house in Camptown was built on the property 
now owned by Martin Sterling, on the right hand side of the road, go- 
ing north. Later it was sold and moved across the read, where it is 
now a part of the Hazel Revnolds house. The addition was made by 
Lyman Matson for his daughter, whe married J. P. Lee. the black- 
smith and inventor. ‘3 

This was “The Old Red School House” so often spoken of. Its size 
was 18 by 20 feet, and at this time—about 1S48— -if was the only place 
in Camptown for holding religions services or other vatherings. Elder 
Luther Peek, of the Methodist Church. was the first one to “‘proclaim 
the gospel there” according to old newspaper clippings. Elder Peck 
held a “protracted meeting.” which resulted in the conversion of many 


Taken 1897 at Camptown Academy 

First Row: Andrew Morrow, Daisy Haney, Anna Lee, Mertie 
Hammerly, Nellie Graham. Belle Lyon, Ben Overfield. 

Second Rew: Eva Palmer, Mae Bowker, Mable Thompson, Syd 
Fuller, Fannie Morrow, Jean Kennedy, Aline Fuller, Marion Lee. 

Standing: Dan Sumner, ¢ ‘harlie MeDonald, Edward Jones, .\d- 
dison English, Lawrence Chaffee, Frank Thompson, Harry Coleman, 
Willis Eastman, teacher: George Devan, Fred Thompson, Bradley, 
Erskine, Willis Jennings, Charlie Oliver, Alice McCumber, Mertie 
Sible, Anna Fleming, Abbie Fuller. 

25 


Saat oe 
# 


oe yer y 


~ eet emma ee mee nein. iat ‘atnetnihiecmenertin enemies 
. » 
~~ ne A eet a rt a a tem th ee pe Cad ‘ Fi 
: ‘ - Sime oes 
SRE En EA ES ee , ~ 
a, ; 


a. 


re ne et a ee nt dh a, ti ata te is 


ee calm re ere re ER RS RS rn ee ARBEIT ne 8 
* oy ‘ 
pilieneanennetiniceianieniinatemmnmmmnemmmensti eaannenea! 


nn ee eens eet Sener Tn I nn nee aan ee ae 


ges ‘ 
me CT ~~ cacerw lbp tmnt naan th pent cotptjateancanpis ataanceshageatipaasciee Aecitiiipaianaases at ight ela I at tate teeter ET RI et tre menses 
p : + ’ =) . : ae 


“ 
* > * - - 
LL MAA IEA AL ALE LL ALN ALLO LL, ELL LLLL ALLL ALE AT own . £4 





# * 


aaa eatin ile hg PD 


. * y t s . 
“s ee sr a ence enema a A A A TST hemes Cf RAN ED add ont : en A 


et ee ne enemies cen me ere 








26 


ra 


people in Camptown. 7 

Some time after this, a school house was built on the lot now owned 
by Mrs. C. F. Cannan, farther back from the road. Mrs. Cannan’s 
present home is the old school buiiding, remodeled, and moved nearer 
the street. Many marks and carved initials of old-time students may 
still be seen on the walls outside. Among them are the following: W. 


aii Se WW. Wore Iu Neialae: Witece tasers, Ctl PW Re A Bak, 


BAU Fit ale, Cosi Garie Car you identify them ? 


In 1858, advanced schooling was offered in the completion of the 
Academy, located on the lot of the present building, built by the people 
and by the 1.0.0.F. Lodge, the latter owning the second story. Major 
Cyrus W. Avery was largely instrumental in vetting this movement 
started. He made an impassioned speech saving, “We have here in 
Camptown many fine young people in need of educational advantages 5 
we have timber in the forests, rotting : and we have the workmen.” 
The Major headed a subseription and laid it upon the counter in 
his store, where it was signed by others until enough was raised to be- 
vin work. 

The first school term in the Aeademy closed February 12, 1859. 
Martin Fee was a student that term. and Professor Hodge of LeRays- 
ville was the teacher. They had exercises that evening. and Mr. Fee 
wave a paper of welcome to the euests and expressed pleasure at the re. 
sults of the opening term in the Academy. . 

There was to be a private school in the fall for three months, when 
tuition was paid; an advertisement for the Camptown ANeademy in 1862 


with Rev: S. F. Brown as head offers 16 weeks instruetion i Common: 


English branches for $4 or in higher branches for $5.25. There was a 
public achool in the winter, for three months, and two or three months im 


Camptown High School and grades seven and eight, 1906 

Left to right. front rew: Walter Smith, Louis Malvitz, Robert 
Smith, Leland Barns, Claude Stene, Howard CouneilIman, Ben Stev- 
ens, Perey Ross, Edward Kennedy, Wellington Ross, Revmond Fuller, 
Roland Homet. Leo Terry. ; 

Seeond Row: Mande Wells, Arlene Patton, Esther Barns, Laura 


‘Junk, Anna Biles, Edna Patton, Marion Homet, Marilla Junk, Lena 


Hillis. Bess Barns. Muriel Hay, Jennie Fleming, Edna Homet. 

Third Row: Charles Donovan, Benjamine VanGuilder, Gladys 
Hankinson, Frances Stevens, Julia Homet, Sara Cook, Anna Fassett, 
Harrict Hillis, Vietor Eastabrook, Flovd Snyder, Richard Camp. 

Fourth Row: Paul Snyder, Mark Elliott, Dwight Chaffee, Mar- 


| varet Tavlor, Raymond Smith, Pauline Camp, Seone VanDe Mark, 


Ernestine Hillis, Flerenee Camp. Harold Homet, Edwin Rider, Leon 
Smith, Ernest Wood, Phillip Cook, Mable Fassett. Mae Tavlor. 
Teachers: Mr. F. S. Woolson, Mr. Claude Schaeffer. 
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the spring. This was all for advanced learning. There was no defin- 
ite course of study, but the teacher sugeested certain studies, like those 
now taken in high school. Pupils were required to furnish their own 
hooks, slates, paper, and in fact everything needed. The school was 
heated by a round wood stove in-the center of the room. | 

At this time, teachers had to pass examinations given by the Comn- 
tv Superintendent, tn spelling, arithmetie—both mental and written, 
. Writing. history and grammar. , 

At a meeting of the School Board, of the Wyalusing District, 
March 30, 1860, a school tax of six mills was levied for the ensuing 
vear, 1860-61. There were thirteen schools in the District, and the 
money allotted each school was as follows : Merryall, $55.00; Wyalus- 
ine, $62.00; Lime Hill, $98.00; Camptown, $62.00; Oak Hill, $58.00; 
Vaughan Hill, $62.00; 0 Taylorville, $56.00; | Keelerville, $58.00; 
Spring Hill, $30.00; Inehamtown, $30.00, 

Cost of teaching a pupil per month that year was 43 cents. Total 
cost of teaching all the schools in the District for the year was $782.02, 
This included repairs, fuel, ete. Teachers received about $60.00 and 
often boarded around with their pupils. School was not to be kept oper 
more than six months a vear, About this time, Inghamtown was made 
a joint school district, Pike Township paying half the expenses. In 
the school vear, 1892-03, a State Law went into effect te have seven 
months of sehool in the year. 

The old) Academy has had additions and been remodeled. and the 
School Board bought the LO.O.F2s interest in the building.  ‘Thev 
later purchased the Tome Eeonuomies and Manual Traming build- 
ing, formerly the Camptown blacksmith shop. The Sehool Auditorium, 
formerly the Methodist Church, was donated by that church as a Com- 
munity Hall, and then sold te the School Board: and the Basketball 
Hall, formerly the Baptist Church, was donated to the School. 

In 1903, according to State Law, our high school was organized 
on the three-year plan, with an eight months term. Two vears later, 
through the influence and earnest work of Joseph Hurst, who was the 
principal at the time, the school was changed to the four-vear plan, 
Which has continued. 

In 1906, the principal was FL S. Woolson. with Claude Schaffer 
as assistant principal, and two teachers for Intermediate and Primary 
rooms, In 1907, the Grammar Room was added, with Mande Caswell 
as teacher. Tn 1908, the teaching staff was F. S. Woolson, Principal ; 
Coit R. Hoeschst, Assistant Principal; Maude Caswell, Grammar 
Grade; Pearl Coburn, futermediate; and Eva Palmer, Primary. 

In 1909, the Principal was Ralph E. Smith: Assistant, Guy 
Smith; Grammar Grades, Emma Fee; Intermediate Department, 
Pear] Coburn: Primary, Mabel Fassett. 
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Emma Fee taught Grammar Grades until 1920, with the excep- 


tion of one year. 


The first Graduating Class from the High School was. in 1906. 
The members of the class were May Kennedy, Helen Cook, Mabel Fas- 
sett, Harry Forest, Guy Smith and Roland Chaffee. 

In 1915. the term was changed ta. nine months, to comply with 
State laws. The one-room sehools in the township are now all closed, 
and all pupils are transported by bus to the Camptown or Wyalusing 
Borough schools. | 

On Mav 28, 1947, the following township schools were combined 
into one school organization: Wilmot, Terry, ~ Tusearora, Herrick. 
Stevensville, Wvalusing, and Wyalusing Borough. : 

All Junior High School pupils are new transported to Cramptown. | 
and all Senior High School, pupils to Wyalusing. A RERES 2Y, 

There is a combined School Board for the High Sehools, and each 


township takes care of its own grade school. 


EPR. . * 
ga eae ¢, | wy 


CHUKCHES . 


Church meetings were attended by early settlers of the commun- 
ity of Camptown long before a church ‘building was erected within the 
town. Some of these meetings were held in private homes, some in 
school buildings and some in churches organized first in nearby towns. 
The oldest church building in Camptown was the Baptist church, 
erected in 1873, which is still standing in the original location but is 
no longer used as a church. All the people of thet community contrib- 
uted to the building of this church, and the Methodists and Presbyter- 
ians had contract rights to hold services in the building. Prior to the 
pea of this church, about 1849, church meetings were held in 

Camptown in the “Old Red Schoolhouse.” 

In those early days, as today, there appears to have been perfect 
unity and amity among the different denominations. [t is often dif- 
fieult to know which faith is being spoken of in the old records. All 
three, Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian, worshipped in the same 
buildings. | 

In 1863, a letter from C. W. Camp to his brother, serving in the 
Civil War, reads, “The Methodists are protracting a meeting for five 
weeks in the Academy, and there is still no lessening of their fervor.” 
Among those saved he mentions Ophelia Lafferty, Martha Jones, F, 
Goodwin, Lina Fuller, Lottie Fuller and L. Hitehcock. 


PRESBYTERIAN 





The oldest ¢hureh in this Vicinity was organized June 30, 1793, as 

> ir in, 
a Presbyterian Chureh by Rev. Ira ¢ Paiuliet au missionary from New 
Jersey, ina log house which stood very near te the place where the First 
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Presbyterian church was later located, close to the railroad station in 
Wyalusing. It was composed of thirteen persons: Uriah Terry, Lueretia 
York, Justice Gaylord, Jr., and his wife Lueretia; Zachariah Price and 
his wife, Ruth; Mary Lewis, Abigail Wells, Sarah Rockwell, Anna 
Camp, wife of Job Camp. who settled € amptown; aml Hannah Beck- 
with. Uriah Terry was chosen Elder. For a while, beginning 1809, 


' this church was reorganized as a Congregational Chureh and imdined 


so until 1831. 

By 1826 there were more people settling up along the creek; the 
meetings were held from house to house, or, most frequently, in a 
school house in Merrvall, located just north of Grace Elliott’s present 


home. The congregations eame from Camptown, Stevensville, Wvyalus- 
am) re « 


ing and Terrytown, and services were held for several years without 
a minister. 

The first regular minister was Rev. Daniel Buck, 1804-1809, who 
held meetings alternately at Morrvall and Wyvalusing. He was _fol- 
lowed by Mariasseh Miner York, 1809 to 1818. Rev. Solomon King 
of Warren was for several years an oceasional supply and adviser of 
the church. Rev. Simon R. Jones preached from 1830-31; Reverend 
George Printz, 1831 - Sept. 10, 1843; Reverend Samnel Colt began his 
ministry January 1844, and continued to October 1852 when he went 
to Towanda to build and take charge of the Susque ‘hanna Collegiate In- 
stitute. Lueius Chapman was here as minister from April 1, 1854, to 
September 16, 1857; Darwin Cook, sme yre 1858, to his death in 1885 
Reverend David Craft. December 1, 1885 to 1890; Reverend Milton 
Lewis Cook from 1895-1925. 

After a great deal of exertion begun in 1826, a subscription suf- 
ficient to warrant the undertaking of building a ehureh and was raised, 
and Mr. Justus Lewis agreed to builr it. The building began in 1828 
wnd was dedieated June 28, 29, 1831. 

To show something of the difficulty with which such an un- 
dertaking was carried on in those days, Mr. Lewis says that on that 
subseription he did not receive one dollar in money but took grain, 
produce, limber or whatever the people could spare, to the amount 
which had been subseribed. The church was built across from the . 
(Cook home in Merrvyall. 

When the church was dedicated, the Presbytery of Susquehanna 
met and ordained Reverend George Printz and installed him as pastor 
with twenty-six members. 

The church was legally chartered May 17-18, 1842. The first 
elders were ordained at this time by Reverend Salmon Fing and were 
John Taylor, Aden Stevens, William Bradshaw, Hiram Stevens and 
Chester Wells. Some later elders were Edwin Lewis, H. W. Camp, 
Bascom Taylor, William Camp, Jr., Elisha Lewis, J. J. Lewis, Milton 
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Lewis, Martin Fee and Calvin Camp. 

On December 25, 1355, The Chureh of Wyzlusing was organized 
with twenty-four members dismissed from the Old Chureh. 

On January 12, 1854, four members were dismissed to form the 
Presbyterian Church at Meshoppen. 

September 30, 185-4, sixteen members were dismissed to Herrick 
and the Church there organized. 

On December 30, 1859, twenty-nine members were dismissed. te 
form the Presbyterian Chureh at Stevensville. 

June 5, 1879, twenty-one members were dismissed to form the 
Church at Camptown and the organization was compieted June 17, 
1879, and the services were held in the Baptist Chureh with Reverend 
Darwin Cook as: pastor, and he scrved until his death in 1885. Rev- 
erend David Craft of the Wvalusing church served from 1885 to 1890. 
~The pulpit was supplied by different men from Presbytery until 
1895 when Reverend Milton Lewis Cook, son of Reverend Darwin 
Cook, became pastor and served until 1925. 

The elders elected and ordained at the time of the oreanization in 


[879 were Calvin W. Camp, Loomis Bo Camp, Martin Fee and Niram | 


A. Puller. 

Because there were fewer members in the mother church at Merry- 
wh. it was decided to anit with the Camptown organization, to tear 
down the old church and use as much of the material as possible in 
buihding «a new ehurel in Camptown. This church was ereeted in 1905 
otnd dedicated June 29, 1906. at which time the Presbytery of Lacka- 
Wanna met aml united the Church of Camptown and the Old Chureh 
inte the First Presbyterian Chureh of Wvalusine. 

Reverend James Younger succeeded Reverend Milton Lewis Cook 
wud was the pastor until 1939 when he resiened and Reverend Stanley 
I. Ray was selected to come as pastor, 

During Mr. Younger’s pastorate the different churches began to 
talk about taking one of the churches as a Community Church and all 
three denominations usine it. During World War T one church was 
ised to save expense, The sehool needed. a Basket Ball Hall and the 
town a Community Hall. The Baptist organization said it would sive 
their church to the School if the Methodists would give up theirs for a 
Community Hall. Then the Presbyterians gave up theirs for a Com- 
munity Chureh. The Methodists and the Baptists had service on alter- 
nate Sunday mornings, adn the Presbyterians had their service every 
Sunday evening. 


When Mr. Ray eame as pastor, Mr. Demorest resiened after many 


years of faithful service in the Baptist Church. Sinee that time the 
> aan : 3 ma eS ° fi - . 
Baptists have worshipped with the Presbyterians and helped in the 
Support of the pastor, 

+>.) 
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Mr. Ray resigned in 1942, and in the fall of that vear Reverend 
John Blewitt became the pastor ‘and remained until April, 1947. Rev. 
James A. Moffett came to Camptown and was installed March 16, 1948. 


BAPTIST 





The Camptown Baptist Chureh was organized at) the Ballibay 
school house in 1834-and was associated with the echureh in W yalusing. 
The first pastor was Smith Bixby, whe died in 1837. 


Members of the Wvalusing organization formed churches tm the 


‘towns or sections where they lived, as Rome, Herrickville, and Her- 


rick, at the Ballibay school house. The minister ut Wyalusing war 
the circuit pastor. 

About 1870 land was given by Almon Fuller, iecanatather of Rob- 
ert Smith, to build a Baptist chureh. Reverend Eggelston Burronghs. 
the pastor since 1868, remained until 1874. Rev. Burronghs, with 
Major Avery, started the enterprise of building the ehureh. 

ob} 


Major Avery was elected secretary and treasurer, and in his diary 
we read, “On May 10, 1572, we raised the church.” ce 

However, after erecting the frame, a severe wind storm visited 
the valley blowing the structure flat to the ground. The contractor, 
whose name was Cobb, became discouraged and quit the job. Major 
Avery at once sought him out and offered him $200 extra to return 
and complete the work. This he did. The chureh was dedicated in 
1873. The cost wes $3,600.00, 

Elias S. Lear took Rev. Burroughs’ place in 1874, and other pas- 
tors were Mr. George Stone from Rome, who supplied for a time, 
Mr. Stern, Mr. Quick, Mr. Davies, pastor of the Wyalusing Chureh, and 
Mr. Demorest, who was the last pastor. . 

Some of the early deacons were James Lee (died in 1857), 
Charles Squires and David Nesbit. Clerks were E. B. Barns, Levi S. 
Squires, Pembrook Squires, Gideon Squires. Deacons later were P, 
A. Smith, elected in 1888, who is still serving at 93 vears of agi; Verne 
Jones; Leslie FE. Barns; Leland Barns, grandson of “E. B. Barns: 
and Robert W. Smith, son of P. A. Smith. 


METHODIST 


The Methodist church was organized in this valley in 1855 and 
took in territory as far as Rome, also from Tunkhannock to Montrose. 
For some time the Methodist people in Camptown were on the Wya- 
lusing charge, as the Baptists were. In 1861 they bought a parsonage, 
which is used as such today with improvements. It was valued at 
$1,200.00. As previously stated, Methodists held their services in the 
Baptist church from its erection in 1873 until their ehureh was built. 

A chureh building was completed in 1881. The whole tewn worked 
to raise funds. The church and furnishings cost $2,000.00, C. S. Laf- 
ferty, R. D. Cleveland, E. 8. Fuller, R. J. Fuller and Georse H. Lan 
don were the first Board of Direetors. In 1889 they held a contest 
to get money for lead glass windows, with « watch as a prize. Four 
girls participated ; they were Carrie Landon (Reinhardt), Aline Fuller 
(Fee), Sadie Fuller (Carney) and Verda Harris (Camp). Dona- 
tions were from 10 cents to $5.00, Aline Fuller won the prize, with 
a collection of $75.00, 

The ehurch building was used until 1929, when the Presbyterian 
Church was given over as a Community Church. The Methodist organ- 
ization then gave their church to the town as a Community Hall. In 
1936 the School Board purchased it to be used as an auditorium for 
the school. 

The ministers of the cirenit, with dates, were: 1870, P. R. Tower; 
1871, King Elwell: 1872-73; T. F. Johnson; 187 76:4 Gy Basvils 
liams; 1877-79, William Keatlev; 1880-82, J. R, Angell; 1883, E. N. 
Sabin ; 1884-86, W. R. Netherton: 1887-90, J. C. Johnson: 1891-95. 
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J. B. Davies; 1896-98, I. B. Wilson; 1899, James Schofield; 1900-01, 
Isaac Jenkins; 1902-03, Carl Councilman, ete. The most recent min- 
‘sters are Gladstone Brown, 1948-50, and the present minister, Wil- 
liam Reid, since 1951. | Catt Mak GI - 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Sunday Schools in Camptown have always been nnion ones, 
all three faiths attending under the same Superintendent, who for 
tltirty-five vears was PA. Smith. This union Sunday School was 
organized ‘some time prior to 1870. 

P. A. Smith received a gold medal from the State Sunday School 
Association for 50 years’ continuous leadership in Sunday School 
work. He was teacher of a boys’ class for 15 years and superintendent 
for 35 vears. aa } 

He was also organist for the Baptists 60 years, for the Methodists 
35 vears, and the Presbyterians 15 years. He was the clerk of the Bap- 
tist Church for 65 vears. | | 

He was born in Skinners Eddy in 1859. — 
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Charles DeWitt, Assistant Superintendent of Bradford County 
‘Schools, was superintendent of the Sunday School for a number of 
years, and Cortez Fisk. Principal of Wyalusing Valley Junior High 


School, has been superintendent since 1948, 
MISSIONARY SOCLETY 

The first Missionary Society. in Camptown was organized Sep- 
wember 25, 1881. | . | 

At that time a meeting had been called at which Miss Loring, a 
former missionary to Syria, made an address. Rev. Darwin Cook was 
in charge of the service. She gave un account of the mission work in 
Syria, and especially of the Women’s work for Women. At the end 
of her address she appealed to the ladies of the Camptown and Merryall 
Presbyterian Churches to organize a Foreign Missionary Society in- 
viting ladies of other denominations to join, . 

After the closing hymn, Miss Loring was appointed chairman of 
the meeting, and 29 women signed or gave their names as members. 
A number of Methodists were amony them. 

The following officers were elected: Miss Lettie J. Fuller (Mrs, 
P. A. Smith), President; Miss Leo Chaffee and Miss Rosa Fee, Vice- 
Presidents; Miss Aline Lewis, Secretary; Miss Effie Elliott, Treasur- 
er, Miss Callie Camp (Mrs. L. E. Barns) was elected Seeretary Jan- 
nary 7, ISS2. after the resignation of Miss Lewis. 


In the Constitution that Was adopted it was to be called = The 


Young People’s Foreign Society of the Presbyterian Churches of 
Camptown and Merrvall. At the end of it was the following pledge: 
“Desiring to obey my Savior’s last command, "Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all Nations,’ Thereby promise to give two cents a week, or more 
if f ean, of my money, to send the xospel to heathen women and chil- 
dren.” 

The fifth and last one of the By-Laws read: All members are invit- 
wl to join in the concert of prayer for our missionary work, to be ob- 


swerved during at least part of the hour between five and six o’clock on. 


Sabbath afternoons, 
The Missionary Society ix now a part of the United Workers, the 
Women’s oreanizetion of the Presbyterian Church. 

The Ladies’ Aid Society was organized in 1881. The Charter Mem- 
hers were as follows: Mrs. Charles Amsbry, Mrs. George Allis, Mrs. 
Lins Lewis, Mrs. Edear Fuller, Mrs. Homer Camp, Mre Emily Stone, 
Mrs. Bump. Mrs. C. S. Lafferty, Mrs. Adelia Fuller, Mrs. A. C. Ham- 
merly, Mrs. Nora Chaffee, Mis. Nellie Terry, Mrs. Anna Fuller, Mrs. 


Niram Fuller, Miss Ella Stone, Mrs. Volney Homet, Mrs. M. H. Roe- 
kefeller. 





iaateamtatieeeiae hth ee 





CEMETERIES 


The first cemetery in Camptown was on land now owned by Wil- 
lium Taylor, on the old Verne Jones farm. It was on the hillside 
above a small ereek, back of the old Baptist Church building, now the 
Basket Ball Hall. 

The Board of Directors, Martin Fee, Daniel Dwight Chaffee. 
vrandfather of Dwight Chaffee, Sr., H. B. Ingham and C. S. Lafferty. 
had charge of buying the lot in 1868 from Almon Fuller, grandfather 
ot Robert Smith and Verne Jones. 

In 1879, there was an epidemic of typhoid fever in Camptown. 
thought to have been caused by the burial of Ella Stone, who had died 
of ty mphoid. The location above the town was then deemed undesirable 
for a cemetery, and the land was sold back to Almon Fuller. The deed 
of the return sale has been found. 

Until a new site was purchased, the Merrvall Cemetery was used 
bv the Camptown people. Previous to 1868, this had been the only 
burial place available for the community. Job Camp and _ his wife 
were buried there, and also William Camp, their son, who died in 1874. 
aged 91 vears. 

The first burial in Merrvall Cemetery was that of Mrs. Hannah 
Loomis Wells, wife of James Wells. who lived across the road from the 
old Coburn house. She was born in 1754 and died in 1795. In old 
records we read, “and while the corpse of Mrs. Wells lay in the house. 
men gathered to fell trees in the thick forest to clear a place for her 
vrave.” 

On June 5, 1891, the people of Camptown met at the Academy te 
make arrangements to buy another piece of land for a cemetery, Three 
and a half acres owned by Myron Camp, brother of Mrs. L. E. Barnes. 
at the foot of old Crow ITill, was thought to be desirable in location 
and in soil, and was purchased from him. The following trustees were 
elected: Martin Fee. President: George N. Atwood, Secretary; J. E. 
Adamy, Treasurer: C. J. Vosburg and T. C. Lee. 

The first person to be buried in this new cemetery was the father 
uo Mes. J. FE. Adamy, J. S. Adams. on December 18, 1891. 

Some time later. findine more land was needed. the trustees pur- 
chased an adjoining lot of Wayne and Mary Camp. This was in 1908. 

At that time they owried and oceupied the house now owned by. Carol 
‘Melson. 

The present cemetery was well planned and laid out. It is well 
kept and beautifully situated, a resting place of serene and tranquil 
peace. 


i] E ‘ 
Societies and Clubs | 

In 1875, a Literary Society was started in Camptown, its object 
being the improvement of its members, tee ; 

The following were the Charter members: E, aes | hompson, Presi- 
dent; H. M. Elliott, Sarah EE. Mallett .Art Secretary ; Lettie J. Fuller, 7 
Secretary; Emma Rosencrans, Winnie M. Elliott, Martin Ingham, 
Pamha Hoppins, Harvey J. Shoemaker, Lottie Williams. Ettie Fuller, 
Alice Fuller, Ella Stone, L. E. Beaumont, Millie Colley, G. IL. De- 
vine, H, H. Magee, Joseph W. Devine. Mame Elliott, Hattie Stone, 
A. H. Bump, Emma Lafferty, Amanda C. Fuller, Elmer Billings. 
George Shoemaker, John Williams, Kate Sanders, Rey. G. L. Williams, 
Vice-President; Mrs. G. LL. Williams, Sara Shoemaker, T. B. Stone, 
Jessie Homet, Burton B. Cooley, Hallie Camp and Charley Avery, 
Treasurer, 

The first article in the by-laws read: Any person over twelve 
Years of age desirous of advancing the interests of education, may be- 
come a member by presenting his, or her. name; paving the sum of 
feu cents, and signing the Constitution. 

The meetings were held on Tuesday evenings at 7~ o’elock in 
winter and at 7:30 in summer. The programs consisted of readings and 
poems. The meetings closed in good order at 9 o'clock. — The term of 
officers was three months. This Society was still meeting in 1898 ac- 
cording to the Wyalusing Hustler. 


WIDE AWAKE CLUB 


The Wide Awake Club was started in ISH1. Tt was begun by the 
young people of town and vicinity. It was on the order of a Literary 
Society, and it also raised money to Improve civie conditions. As those 
Who started it left town. it was carried on by the young people whe 
followed. 

In 1893, the Club celebrated its second anniversary with a play 
called “The Danger Signal.” Its cast of characters were: Verne Jones. 
John Lee, Loren Jones, Allie Fuller, Hamilton Morrow, Bert Adamy, 
Asa Fee, Mary Morrow. Emma Fee, Mamie Chaffee and Edna Fuller 

About 1894 or 1895, it was decided to disband, and the monev in 
the treasury was used te give a banquet during the holidays, in the 
1.0.0.F. Hall over the new Academy, to all present and former mem- 
bers, and some friends. 


MUSICAL ALLIANCE 
About 1870, Stanley Ackley and Fred Blocher organized a Musi- 
eal Alliance which met three times a year to practice and give a Musi- 


. Y >, 7 . 
cal Conc ert. A good leader was brought in from some eity to conduct 
the musie. | 
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A program for a “grand concert” in 1883) gives J. F. Blocher, 


President; E. L. Clapper, Viee-President; George L. Buck.  Secre- 


tary; Monroe Wakeley, Treasurer; Exeeutive Committee: Be VAL 
Smith, C. B. Pickett, C. G. Sumner; Musieal Director: W. A. Laf- 
fertv, New York City; Pianist, Jessie~ Tomet. 

A membership ticket (permanent) was $1.50. Board for the 


day was 50 cents. 


Mr. Lafferty was associate conductor with Dr. H. R. Palmer » in 


the Choral Union in New York City, and Dr. Palmer. also conducted > 


the Musical Alliance at other times. Other conductors were L. O. Em- 
erson-of Chicago and C. C. Case of Cleveland. The oldest conductor 


was George F. Root of Chicago. 

The Musical \Wiance was one of the most important — 1musical 
groups in the Valley. Their concerts were given in Camptown and 
nearby towns and were always crowded. 


MEN'S FELLOWSHIP CLUB 


The Fellowship Clib was organized - March 30, 1925, with 36 
members. The Club is still setive, meeting once a month. The pro- 
grams are Civie and Edueational. 


Woe aes 
The LLL. was a Literary Society organized about 1906. The 
name of the Society was a seerct. and each member was initiated to 
join, Its membership was eomposed mostly of High School students 


cor eraduates and. the Soe iety eontribiuted vreathly to the literary con- 


sciousness of the vouth of aa town, since ifs programs contained de-— 
hates, essavs, readings, poctry, ete. One of its greatest contributions to 


othe tewn was planning and finane ine stdew: alks. for the Main street. 


SUNSHINE CLASS 


The Sunshine Class was a Sunday School Class organized about 


1905 with Mrs. W. B. Kennedy as teacher. The following were char- 


ter members: Julia Homet, Edna Homet, Marilla Junk, Gladys Han- 
kinson, Laura Junk, Luella Van Ness, Arlene Patton, Callie Patton, 
Esther Barns and Bess Barns. 

At a mecting on November 17, 19: 33, the name of the class was 
ehanged to Camptow n Civie Club, with the following officers: Presi- 
dent, Julia Kennedy: Viee-President, Mary Daron: Secretary, Alice 
Kennedy; Treasurer, Janie Lighter. The Club continued in the same 


_ form, using the same type of programs. 


The meetings were held twice a month; this was later ahead to 


- onee a month, Therr are now 62 members. 
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ODD FELLOWS 


The Odd Fellows (1.0.0.F.) were instituted February 20, 1854, 
in the second story of the building known as Thompson’s Hotel. There 
were 18 charter members: John Burrows, G. R. Acroyil, L. B. Camp, 
Homer Camp, R. S. Hillis, J.D. Camp, Hiram Black, J. R. Taylor, 
_ J.S. Thompson, Stewart Bosworth, Almon Fuller, G. W. Elliott, T. S. 
Camp, A. J. Elliott, Hiram E}liott, LL. W. Camp, E. K. Elliott and 
James Beaumont. ? 

The 1.0.0.F, moved ‘to the earriage shop on George “twood’s 
place, and then to the school house in 185% in west end and later helped 
build the east end. In 1916 they sold’ to the School Board for $2,000 
and bought the Hotel Building of George Reed for $1,500. 

In 1923, the name was changed) from Wyalusing Lodge 503 to 
Camptown Lodge 503. | 

The oldest living members are Fred Atwood, 1890, amd Pl A. 
Smith, 1891. 364 men have Joined to date. They have 66 members 
at the present time, 
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WARS 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
Captain Job Camp and Benjamin Skiff. 


CIVIL WAR 


Captain James Hurst: Joe Harris: Alfred Hammerly, Comman- 
‘der, who was eaptured and spent some time in’ Libby Prison; J. E. 
Adamy; Niram Fuller; Richard Hankinson; Jesse Carman; James 
Hav; Byron O. Camp, grandson of Job, Captain 15 Pennsylvania Ar- 
tillery; Ethel Fuller, wounded at Gettysburg. | 

PENNSYEVANT AG MILITIA 

Cyrus Avery. at the age of 14. jomed an independent company 

amd was made bugle man. At the age of 21, he was made Major of the 


2nd Battalion, 116 Regiment, Pennsylvania Militia, and served seven 
vears. He was ealled for duty in the Civhi War, but was excused. 


WORLD WAR I 


Camptown has always shown great patriotism and had the first 
volunteers from Bradford County, in World War I. Eleven High 
School bovs volunteered jmmediate Iv upon the declaration of War, and 
eight went to France with the 28th ‘Division. 

AN eame back alive. They were: Wayne Bennett, who was 
wounded in the Somme-Meuse offensive where he lest his leg; Wilton 
Smith; Harold Jones, gassed; Francis Homet: Hurst Landon: Francis 

Jovington; Robert Elliott: and Clarence Patton. 

Others who served were Alex Price: Clande Cannan: DeLos Can- 
nan: Dwight Chaffee; Robert Smith, gassed; Edward Kennedy; Mau- 
rice Chaffee: George Stevens: Raymond Biles. died tn eamp; Lewis 
Maivitz:; Brvant Smith: ane Maynard Snvder. 

A\ row of voung maple trees was set eut in honor of tise soldiers. 
on the north side of the schoolhouse lot. adjoining the present Trwin 
Wright property. Each of the trees) was tareed with the soldier's: 
name. Manv of the trees are alive and are now grown to a considerable 
height. 


WORLD WAR II 

Those serving in World War IL were: John Ingham; Edward 
Patton; Gerald Stethers: Gerald Starr: Franklin Detrick; George 
Sweet ; Robert Bouren: Howard Stethers; George Stethers: Carl Flem- 
ing ; Paul Fleming; Emerson Cobb; Herbert Landon, Jr.: Charles De 
Witt ; Howard Kitheart. Air Foree, who was killed in setion; Paul Lat- 
timer ; Harold Lattimer; Carl Kitheart; Lyle Linaberry; John Lynn; 
Bowen Jayne; Clarence Jayne; Galen Jayne; Donald Chaffee; Dwight 
Chaffee, Jr. ; Edgar . ronk : Harold Chadwick and George Goodenough. 
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DIRECTORY OF CAMPTOWN HOMES 
(Listing the owners—present owner first ) 


Wvalusing Creek Road 

Coral Melson 
Irvin & Esther Wright 
Llewellyn & Grace Van Ness ! Be 
Callie Camp Barns (did not live here) | 
Wayne & (sister) Marv Camp & (wife) Mae Camp 
Loomis & Minnie Camp 
Elijah & Sallie Wells Camp 

Farm divided into three farims— ; 

Loomis Camp (Irwin Wright’s farm) 

Calvin Camp (Leland Barns farm) 

Dudley Camp (Luella Otis farm) ) 
Amasa & Anna Wells. Built house. Low house here first. 


~ William Homet — Mill burned 


J. E. Adarmy — Mill burned and rebuilt 


~ Edwin & Esther Barns 


Harvey Ingham -— Built erist mill 

Leland Barns 

Leslie & Callie Barns 

Myron & Marv Camp fee | 

Calvin & Betsy Camp — Built part of house 1846, other part 
added 1870. Log house back of present house. Now gone, 

Stanley & Nellie Allis 

Robert & Helen Elliott 

Charles & Eleanor Wells 

Nora Bovd 

Luey Stone 

Leslie & Callie Barns (hid not live here) 

Betsy Conover Decker 

William & Clarissa Conover (Moved old house back and built 
present house.) Mr. ‘Conover was shot and killed by Henry 
Decker, husband of their daughter Betsy, who wanted the 
property. | 

Edwin Lewis -— Built old house. Had tannery back of present 
Fisk house. 7” 

Ebenezer Lewis 

House half way between present Barto and Allis homes, now 

gone. Michael Fee lived here (Martin Fee's father), 

Jeff & Elva Barto } 

Harry & Alice Detrick 

Eugene & Georgia Stone 
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Lewis & Lueina Coburn 

Lydia Stone Bramhall 

Hiram Stone 

Edwin Lewis (Built honse) 

Cortez & Marjorie Fisk 

William & Jennie Fuller 

Wallace & Naney Coleman 

Will & Liddia Agnew (Built present house ) 

William & Clarissa Conover (Owned old honse which was torn 
down and present honse built) 

Hartwell (Old house ) 

Virginia & Frances Culver 

George & Carrie Lawrence 

Lewis & Lucina Coburn 

Rufus & Mary Ann Cleveland 

Eben Lewis 


> 


Water Street 
Svd Fuller & Aline Fee | 
Mrs. R. J. Fuller 


George Landon 
William & Jedidah Camp (Owned house on corner lot of brick 


house property. Later built’ brick house ) 
Job & Anna Oviatt Camp (Small honse back of present brick 
house). Now gone. 


Herbert & Elizabeth Landon 


Lewis & Jeasva Camp (did not live here ) 
Homer & Harriet € amp (built home ) 
Frank & Laura Elv 
Edear & Amanda Fuller (Built house, Harness shop) 
Rev. George M. & Leona Gardner 
Leona J. Donoven: Parry & Viola (Mother) Donovan 
\ndrew & Fllen MeCumber . 
James & Rebecea Ann Fee (Built house and Tailor shop) 
Wellington & May Ross 7 
Walter & Kate Mitten (Did not live here) 
Will & Jennie Lafferty (Did not: live here) 
Stewart & Emina Lafferty (Built house; store in house) 
Mrs. Carrie: Reinhart (Resident during lifetime) 
Walter & Kate Mitten (Did not live here) 
Will & Jennie Lafferty (Built house) 
Walter & Kate Mitten 
James & Nanev Hurst 
Dr. Volnev & Emma Homet (Built house) 
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Elsie De Groff 

Tom & (sister) Mary Mitten 

Elmore Stevens (Did not Hve here) 

James & Marvy Beaumont (Tin shop - post office) : 

Dean & Jane Starner, | 

Charles DeWitt | , 

Carrie Sumner ; 

Dr. PL. & Eva Sumner 

Methodist Parsonage 

Frank & Susie Browning 

Pavid & Betty Childs 

Nen& Jen Etliott 

Will & Libbie Gould. 

John & Lydia Thomipsou 

1.O.0.F. Hall (Apartment rented for telephone central) 

John & Addie Reed. . 

Hotel (Built by Joha Thompson ) 

D. Dwight & Edith Chaffee, Sr. 

Clarence. & Nora Chaffee 

Dwight & Eliza Chaffee (Built house. Unedrtaker and furii- 
ture dealer) 

Mrs. L. 1D. Chaffee: ; 

Dwight & Edith Chaffee (Did not live here ) 

John & Kathryn Me Pherson 

Charles & Grace Bliss 

Kdward & Marietta Thompson 

Mr. WoL. Chaffee = ¢ Did not live here) 

Asher & Minnie Chaffee 

Charles & Mayme Morrow 

William & Martha Chaffee (Undertaker. Furniture shop 
aeross road ) 


Gertie Howard 


Kdear & Ann Bramhall 

Henry & Stella Roceheteller (Blacksmith Shop across road) 
Carfield & Emily Kerrick a | 
Emil & Sara Couswell 

John & Gertie Howard 

Thomas Lee 


Charles & Delphic Camp (Built house, Son of William Camp? 


Samuel & Adelia Billings: 

Jo Homet (Did not live here ) 

Old house across the road from Kerrieks, moved by Nate & Mol- 
hie Brown across the road where it is the present home of 

Mrs. Marv Watson 
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Samuel & Katie Palmer 

Howard & Beatrice Fleming it 

Earl & Pauline Frantz 

Carver & Emma Vosburg “ 

If. Theile 

Shoemaker 

Lydia Allen 

Wellington & Mac Ross 

Charlie & Mary Camp. (Built house) 

Fred & Nellie Caswell 

George & Susan Rogers 

Walter Bramhall (Built house ) 

Paul Stethers 

Jason & Lena Rigi 

William & Adelia Homet (Built house) 

Harvey Ingham (Old honse tern down 

Wallace Larrabee 

Charles & Hattie Amsbry (Built lorge house ) 

Harvey Ingham built Woolen Mill and Saw Mill 

Pavl and Ethel Stethers (Did not live here) 

Jason & Lena Kissel (Did not Hye here) 

Bruee & Angelina David 

Charles & Hattie Amsbrv 

Harvey Ingham } 

Charles & Naney Walker (Torn down) 

Lewis & Tilly Ross 7 

Neal & Lela Kitheart 

Fdward & Blanch Hawley 

Less & Ella Welles . 

Walter & Thelma Warburton (Did not live here ) 

Fred & Susie Jayne 

MIvsses & Agusta Stone 

Philemon & Theresa Stone  (Binlt horse) 
Towanda Road | 

Harold & Neva Schoonover (Did not live here) 

Jacob & Cleona. Trowbridge 


Loren & Nell Jones 


Lumen & Lina Lewis (Old house moved and new house built} 


Peter & Elizabeth Laux 
Ernest & Flossie Welles 
Emaline White Crawn 
Loren & Nell Jones (Did not live here) 


Mrs. Emaline Goodell (Old Lumen Lewis honse moved to: pres- 


ent Laux house) 
45 


3. Ben & Helen Coolbaugh 
William & (sister) Margaret Taylor (Did not live here) 
Verne & Linnie Jones 
Frank & Mary Jones | | 
Almon & Adelia Fuller (Owned at one time a large part of 
Camptown ) | 
Isracl & Merey Camp (Built house) 
4. Myrtle Waterman . 
Iloward & Florence Sturdevant = (Did uot live here) 
Dan & Addie Magee 
Theodore & Rosette Camp 
5. House across read built by Theodore Camp 
Wife had millinery shop 
Jud & Seth Overfield (Blacksmith Shop) 
suilding taken down by Martin Bramhall 


6.) Creamery & Cheese Fae ‘tory ( Burned) biG. 7 ; 
¢. Stephen & Katie Trowbridge 
Emil George , i 


Sarah & Mary Frskiue  (Puclt the house) 
8. Mary Blackwell 
James Biles 
ti wis & Clara Piles 
Ransom & Amv Feiler 
EF. Lewis 
% DeWitt & Ruth Howland 
Ernest Linaberry 
partis & Ethel Sterling 
Lafe v& Callie Biles 
Jim & Mary Flemine 
Henry & Elvira Chaffee (Wagon Shop. later blacksmith shap) 
10. Marietta V an Dyke | 
Howard & Be ‘tty Patton 
Fred & Verna Stevens 
Raymond & Susie Platt (Built the houses 
11.) Margaret Hardie 
W Sani & Rene Atwood 
George & Libbie Atwood 
Nelson & Sara Ann Atwood 
| Part of old Job Camp honse, with additions 
12. Wagon Shop (Building gone) Raat: 
42: Eats Fee 2 Nae 
Martin & Martha Fee 
Asa Brown : : 
Cyrus Avery (Built store in house) 
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Lis 


19. 


21. 


Ceorge & Anna Coventry 
Jz-mes & Marv Fieming 
Bela Nurse | 
Shoemaker 

Kd Gillilan, William & Betty Gillilan 
William & Sara Fleming 

Mrs. Burlington — 

Martin Fee (Did not live here) 
James & Sarah Angle 

Charles & Mary Mallet _ 

G. Z. Mallet (Shoe shop) 

Minnie Jennings 

Mrs. Leshe Farr 

Nathan Smith 

Phil & Clara Mann 

J. A. Cook (Shoe Shop) 


James Lee 


Anna Lee 


Dudley Atwood 

Nelson & Sara Ann Atwood 

John Roerich 

Eidlward Benesch 

Alva Shker 

Cora Titus (Did not live here) 

Mrs. Mary bBrewn 

P. A. Smith (Did not live. here) 

Miles Hoover 

Paul & Nell Fleming 

Howard & Beatrice Fleming 

William & Sarah Fleming 

Richard & Naney Fee 

Michael & Margaret Fee 

John & Grace, Brown 

Osear & Bella Campbell 

Emaline Crawn 

Dave & Carrie Armstrong 

Victor & Amy Place 

Charles & Margaret Dongherty 
Road To Left At Ed Gillilans 


Howard & Betty Patton 


Edward & Mame Patton — 
Henry & Elmira Nurse 

Around Square 
Donald & Betty DeWitt 
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Melvin & Daisy Durand 

Frank & Eliza Jacoby 

Elisha & Eliza Bump 
Church Street 

Robert & Bess Smith | 

Guv & Harriet Smith 

Richard & Isabella Graham 

Frances & Ann Jane Stethers 

J.P. & Elizabeth Lee 

George & Ruth MeIntire 

Lymen & Mary Smith 

Almon & Adelia Fuller 

Guy & Harriet Smith 

Prescott A. Smith (Built house) 

John & Elizabeth Arnold 

Jean & Emily Kennedy 


Wickam & Grace Elliott 


Henry & Elmira Nurss 

Joseph & Hattie Harris 

William & Caresta Morrow 

John- Beardsley 

Elwood & Lois Fuller Vaugha 
William & (sister) Margaret Tavlor 
Jacob & Cleona Trowbridge 

Frank & Mary Smith 

Niram & Adelia Faller 

Harry & Alice Detrick (Built house) 
Franklin & Dee Detrick 


Harry & Alice Detrick 


Martin & Mable Bramhall (Built house) 
Daisy Cronk . 

DeWitt & Ruth Howland 

Calvin & Lottie Cronk 


Will & Addie Seagraves 


Burton Cooley 

High School Gynmasium 
Baptist Church 

Melvin & Daisy Durand 
Ralph & Margaret Lattimer 
Preston & Etta Linnaberry | 
Mr. & Mrs. Quick 

Mr. & Mrs. Sternes 
Eveleston Burroughs 
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11. William & Gladys Park 
Richard & Marv Hankinson 
Elizabeth Clark Lee 
Heaten 
12. Henry & Sara Sturdevant + 
Jessie & Eliza Carman 
G. Magee 
Magee & Fuller had tannery and harness shop across ereek. 





13.) George & Helen Goodenough 
Frank & Sadie Beeker 
J.P. Kirby 
Philander Camp 
Main Street: 
1 Rewmond & Helen Smith 
Clare & Mollie Avery Smith 
Majer Cyrus Avery (Hlonse & Store) . 
2. John & Kate MePherson (Service Station and Garage ) 
Wellington & Mae Ross (Sérvice Station and Restaurant). 
3. Frank & Eva Thompson 
Uriah & Alice Carter . 
Libbie Gould (Millinery Shop—Built it) 
4.) William & Marv Rolles © (Built house ) 
+. Building taken down in 1950, | 
William & Marv Rolles 
Elizabeth Thompson 
Tommy Lee . 
Shop Built by Cyrus Avery 
6G. Home Economies & Agriculture Building 
Henrv & Sara Rockefeller lived on second floor | 
Blacksmith Shop moved from foundation: where factory now 
stands 
Vesta Strunk 
Ziba & Louisa Strunk 
Charles & Hattie Amsbry 
Mr. Nichols 
8. School Assembly Tall 
Methodist Chureh 
% . Steril & Marv Daron 
Alfred & Sophia THammerly 
10. Corwin & Emma Titus 
Mrs. Dudly Camp 
Robert O. Ward 
Helen Campbell 
Cathrine Ward 
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Mrs. Elmore Stevens 
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Polly Barns 
Russell Gibbs » 
dr. High School & Grades | 

High School & Grades Nl, 
Academy & [L.0.0.F. Lodge on second floor 

Martin & Ethel Sterling . cine 


Andrew & Kit Drake (cooper) 
Bert Gustin (cooper) 
Irvin & Esther Wrielit 
Grace Van Ness 
Barnum & Kit Matson 
Orlando & Eupheny English 
Henry Lyon and wife 
Mrs. Davis 
Hlenry & Elvira Chaffee (Wagon Shop) 
William & Effie Tlorton 
Laura Nestor | | | 
Albert & Ruth Stevens - E 
Preston & Etta Linnaberry 
[laze] Reynolds 
Guv & Nellie Terry 
Asher Rolles and wife 
Mrs. Edna Gorman 
Former post office building 
Charles & Merle Cannan 
Former school house —-erades iF : 
John & Musette Kinsley | \ 
Orville & Leona Haire | (Did not live here ) : 
Juson Kissel 
Panl & Viola ‘Stethers 
Joe & Tlattie Tarris 
Henry & Stella Rockefeller 
Sara Rockefeller 
Emily Stone 
Debbie & William Vinson 
Adelbert & Martha Otis 
Charles Warner depcel 
Frank & Dora Granger 
FE. C. Quiek | ) 
Thileyv id ie wee 
Harry & Luella Otis 
Addison & Anna English: 3 
Dadly & Marv Ann amp (Built house ) 
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Montrose Road 
Leon & Marion Trowbridge 
William & Clara Hammerly (Built house) 
Walter & Thelma Warburton (Built house) 
Harold & Margaret Lattimer (Service Station and vies) 


- Preston & Etta Linnaberry (Did not live here) 


Jacob & Cleona Trowbridge 

Preston & Etta Linnaberry (Built house) 

Fred & Susie Javne elt 

Preston & Etta Linnaberry (Owned but did not live here) 


John & Nellie Simpson 


Charles & Louise Ingham 
Edward & Ella Ingham 


John Ingham 
Jonas Ingham 
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